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OSM is a free, open geographic database updated and 
maintained by a community of volunteers via open 
collaboration. 

What is OpenStreetMap?



Because its a map of the people, by the people, and 
for the people.

Why contribute to OSM?



To build relationships with the community and 
improve OpenStreetMap.

What is TomTom’s 
Mission for Open-Source 
Mapping?



Sharing Editing Leads

Providing Editing Training

Volunteering on OSMF Working Groups

Organizing Events

Stimulating Community Editing

Sponsoring and Contributing to Events

And how do we do that?



2023 OSM Journey





Organizing 
Events

Mapathon @I2IT Engineering College- 
Pune

Introducing OSM to members of a women 
empowerment NGO

Mapping party @TomTom Pune

Taiwan OSM Community Meetup 
@TomTom Taipei

Europe OSM Community meetup 
@ Paris

OSM Mapping Party @ TomTom 
Thailand

South Korea OSM Community Meetup

Virtual Meetup with Indonesia Community



Sponsoring and Contributing
 to Events

Meninas da Geo Mapathon 
(Brazil)

OpenStreetMap Poland/University of 
Lodz mapathon for Somalia



Getting Started as an 
OSM Mapper



HOT-OSMTasking 
Manager

Map-Roul
ette

iD- Editor

Mapping Platforms



iD editor
OpenStreetMap is built by a community of 
mappers like us who contribute and maintain 
data about roads, trails, cafés, railway 
stations, and much more, all over the world.



MapRoulette
MapRoulette is a micro-task platform for OpenStreetMap.

It gives you small Tasks that you can complete in under a minute 
to improve OpenStreetMap.





Tasking Manager
This mapping platform helps divide a large mapping project into smaller 
grids that can be completed rapidly and collaboratively, with many 
people contributing to a collective project goal.
 
The tool shows what needs to be mapped, which areas need to be 
reviewed and validated for quality assurance and which areas are 
completed.



HOT: Humanitarian 
OpenStreetMap Team

HOT is an international team dedicated to humanitarian action 
and community development through open mapping. 

We work together to provide map data that revolutionizes 
disaster management, reduces risks, and contributes to the 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.





Be the change you want to see in the world

Best Contribution 
Methods



• Aim for quality over quantity

• Map simple features (e.g., points only)

• Even if you are comfortable with more complex 

features, consider keeping it simple until you get to 

know the OSM ways of working

• Use foolproof tools

Keep it Small & Simple



Make good-quality 
edits



Confluence in and of itself does not mean assimilation

Be a part of the community



Respect

•OSM Map •OSM terminology

•Community •Communal 
vibe

•Style of working •Way of life



Follow the community mapping conventions

Map Features

India Tagging Guidelines

https://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/Map_features
https://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/India#Tagging_guidelines


• Use local knowledge (by editing in 
your neighborhood, vacation area, 
hometown, etc.)

• Do not map based on proprietary 
sources

• Map the features you know

Map what you know



Changeset comments

• Respond to comments to thank users for their 
feedback or corrections, and fix any remaining 
mistakes they pointed out. This shows that you 
care about the quality of the map. Do not argue.

Changeset descriptions and labels

• Provide a concise and adequate description for 
your edit out of courtesy for your fellow mappers, 
to avoid misunderstandings, and get mistakes 
fixed quickly.



• Consult the wiki or the help forum
• Refer to the beginner’s guide
• Learn from changeset comments

Seek out advice from the OSM Community

Learn what you do not know

https://wiki.openstreetmap.org/
https://help.openstreetmap.org/
https://learnosm.org/en/beginner/


Q&A



Thank You


