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OpenStreetMap	(OSM)	is	a	collaborative	project	to	create	a	free	editable	map	of
the	world.	Two	major	driving	forces	behind	the	establishment	and	growth	of	OSM
have	been	restrictions	on	use	or	availability	of	map	information	across	much	of	the
world	and	the	advent	of	inexpensive	portable	satellite	navigation	devices.	The
maps	are	created	using	data	from	portable	GPS	devices,	aerial	photography,	other
free	sources	or	simply	from	local	knowledge.	The	data	is	available	under	the	Open
Database	License.	The	OpenStreetMap	approach	to	mapping	was	inspired	by
sites	such	as	Wikipedia;	the	map	display	features	a	prominent	"Edit"	link	and	a	full
revision	history	is	maintained.	Registered	users	can	upload	GPS	track	logs	and	edit
the	vector	data	using	the	site's	online	map	editor	or	free	GIS	editing	tools	like
JOSM.	Various	mobile	applications	also	allow	contribution	of	GPX	tracks	to	the
OSM	project.	OpenStreetMap	(OSM)	was	founded	in	July	2004	by	Steve	Coast.
In	April	2006,	the	OpenStreetMap...
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